THE   LAST   VOLLEY
out from a medley of officers.   Chancellor Dambray
President of the Chamber, and the indictment had been
drawn up by the Procureur Bellart.
Ney entered with four gendarmes. He was again in
uniform, paler, as the result of imprisonment, and saluted
the court before sitting. Dambray led the proceedings
with a short speech, to emphasize the open minds of the
assembly and requesting the cmost ample latitude' on
behalf of the prisoner. Then followed the Act of
Accusation, a lengthy epistle affirming that Ney, all along,
had meant to play the part of a traitor by deserting to
the enemy, making war on the King, and causing strife
between the French people. Bellart was markedly
hostile, and drew attention to the clauses of the Penal
Code that treated the above crimes as capital.
After a number of protests had been read by Ney,
Dupin and Berryer engaged the prosecution in legal
arguments, -which lasted throughout the sitting. They
were repeated next day, when the defence asked for an
adjournment in order to prepare new matter to meet the
charges. The court broke up till December 4th and Ney,
somewhat hopeful, was again lodged in the Conciergerie.
When next he appeared at the Luxembourg he referred
to the right of his defenders to accept the basis of
Article 12 of the Paris agreement, which had been ratified
by the Treaty of Peace on November 2oth. He was
questioned as to the last interview -with Louis, before
setting off to meet Napoleon, and his threat of an iron
cage was again brought into the picture. Here he was not
so happy and resorted to quibbling, but in the end prac-
tically admitted the statement. Nothing, however, drove
him from the assertion that he intended loyalty to the
Bourbons till the morning of March i4th, and only
changed when it seemed the tricolour was again sweeping
the country.
The principal witnesses of his conduct in the crisis
at Lons4e-Saulnier had been Generals Lecourbe (who
had lately died) and de Bourmont, -who -was now called
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